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NATIONAL NATIVE A}.{ERICAN HERITAGE MONTH, 2013

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

From A.l-askan mountain peaks to the Argentinian pampas to
the rocky shores of Newfoundland, Native Anerlcans were the
first to carve out cities, domesticate crops, and estabflsh
great civillzations. tJhien the Flamers qathered to trrite the
United states Constitution, they drew inspiration from the
Iroquois confederacy, and in the centuries since, American
Indians and Alaska Natives from hundreds of tribes have
shaped our national Iife. During Native American Heritage
Month, we honor theira vibrant cultures and strengthen the
government-to-goverrunent relationship between the United states
and each tribaf nation.

As we observe this rnonth. we must not iqnore the painful
history Native Anericans have endured -- a history of violence,
marginali zat ion, broken promises, and upended justi-ce. There
was a time when native languages and leligions wele banned
as part of a forced assimifation poticy that attacked the
political, social, and cultural identities of Native Americans
in the United States. Thr:ough genelations of struggle, American
lndians and A]aska Natives held fast to their traditions,
and eventual-ly the United States Goverrunent repudiated its
destructive po]icles and began to turn the page on a troubled
past.

My Adlnlnistration remains conuritted to se.Lf-determination.
the right of tribal governments to build and stienqthen their
own corununities. Each year I host the white House Trlbal
Nations Conference, and our in/ork toqether has translated
into action. lie have resolved longstanding legal disputes,
prior.ltized placing land lnto trust on behalf of tribes. stepped
up support for Triba-I Cofleqes and Universities, made tribal
health care more accessible, and streamlined leasing regulations
to put more power in tribal hands, Earlier this year, an
amendment to the Stafford Act gave tribes the option to directfy
rad,,a<r Fa.ler:l assistance when natural dlsasters
strike their homelands. In Marich, I signed the violence Against
women Reauthorizatlon Act, which lecognizes tribal courts'
power to convict and sentence certain perpetrators of domestic
violence, regardfess of whethel they ale rndian or non-Indian.
And th.is .lune, I moved to strengthen our nation-to-nation
relatlonships by establishing the white House Triba.l Council
on Native American Affairs. The Council is responsible for
promoting and sustaining prosperous and resillent Native
Amerlcan conrnunities.



A9 we observe Native Anerican Heritage !4onth, we must build
on this nork. l,et us shape a fut.ure vrorthy of a b:riqht new
dancr^ti^n ,h.l r^ftafhar l6r ,,c 6nc,'16 rhic ^^',hr '\,t-.-..-,, s pr onr se
is frrl lw rF;l iTad tdr ava'\. N:fiva aha.i^An

NOtl, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the
n.ir5^ c-a+oc ^r ^a6ri^. hv vj rrrla r1f fha e .hnrifv vesteci in
ne by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, do
hexeby procfaim November 2013 as Nationa-l Native Ameri-cao
Herltage Month, I cal-f upon all Americans to commemorate this
roonth with approp:riate programs and activities, and to celebrate
Noveliber 29, 2073, as Native American Her.itage Day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, f have hereunto set my hand this
thllty-firsc day of October, in the year of our Lord
two thousand thirteen, and of the Independence of the
United States of Tvnerica the two hundred and thi:rty-eighth.

BARACK OBAMA
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