
Kaw Nation Lessons

Lesson Plan:  Voices of the Wind People Pageant-- historical pageant depicting the conflict between the Kaw (Kanza) Indians and Euro-American settlers in Council Grove, Kansas

[bookmark: _GoBack]Grade level:  3rd grade and higher

Objective:  Students should be able to describe some things about the Voices of the Wind People Pageant noting where and when it has been held, number of people involved in the production and where the participants in the pageant are from.  In addition, students should be able note some of the historical events and conflicts depicted in the pageant including the struggle of the Kanza (Kanza) or Kaw Indians to hold onto their reservation land, the onslaught of Euro-American squatters, the growth of the town of Council Grove and the eventual removal of the Kanza people from the state that took their name in 1873.

Resources, materials, technology:  Internet access, projector/viewing screen

Voices of the Wind People Pageant web page:  https://www.voicesofthewindpeople.com/

Sunflower Journey’s Video on the pageant:   https://youtu.be/OJoOJt_O4AY  

Video viewing guide with content checks—included below

Procedures: 
Set/focus question:  Display the word “pageant” or verbally say the word and ask if anyone can define the word or describe or give an example of the concept pageant.  After brief discussion of question, provide students with the following definition of a pageant: 

“a public entertainment consisting of a procession of people in elaborate, colorful costumes, or an outdoor performance of a historical scene.”

Tell students that we are going to examine a pageant held in Council Grove, Kansas called the Voices of the Wind People Pageant—ask students if anyone has attended?

Tell students that the pageant tells the history or a story about a time when the Kanza or Kaw Native Americans lived around the area of Council Grove.  The state of Kansas took its name from these people and the word Kanza in their language means “wind people” or “south wind people.”  Hence the name: Voices of the Wind People.

Load and display the Voices website at: https://www.voicesofthewindpeople.com/
Scroll through pictures on the “HOME” page of the site and possibly read information about the pageant on the “HOME” and/or the “ABOUT US” page on the site.  Possibly discuss the term “biennial” and/or discuss the number times that pageant has been performed.

Hand out the viewing guide with questions (see below) and tell students they are going to watch a short video about the Voices of the Wind People Pageant.  Load the Sunflower Journey episode # 1302 at the 2:10 minute mark.  Video access at: https://youtu.be/OJoOJt_O4AY
The segment on the pageant runs from just past the 2:00 minute mark to the 10:00 mark—about eight minutes total.  Read through questions and/or answer bank with students before showing video and ask students to complete as many questions as they can on the viewing guide as they watch the short video.  You might want to prompt students that the answers to certain questions are about to come up on the video or possibly stop the video for students to complete some questions.

After watching video, go over questions asking for students to volunteer to read the question with the correct answer if they were able to answer the question.  Allow students to fill in or correct question blanks on guide if they were not able to answer correctly during the video.

Lead discussion over last question on why Merry Barker, the woman in the video at the 8:25 minute point, states that the Pageant is somewhat “painful.”   Answers might include broken promises to and broken treaties with the Kanza, injustices done individual Kanza people, forced removal from the state, etc.

Closure: Tell students that there are other events and things to see about the Kanza Indians in Council Grove including the Kaw Mission State Historical Site, Washunga Days celebration every summer, the Monument to the Unknown Kanza Indian and Allegawaho Memorial Park southeast of Council Grove.  Ask students if anyone wants to visit Council Grove and/or possibly see the Voices of the Wind Pageant in 2020?

Kansas History, Government, and Social Studies Standards addressed:

Standard #4- Societies experience continuity and change over time.
   Benchmark 1- The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time and its 
    impact on individuals, institutions, communities, states and nations.

Oklahoma Standards addressed:
Social Studies - 
All grades:  PALS - SS 1.A, 1.B, 1.C; SS 2.A.1, 2.A.2, 2.A.3; SS 3.A, 3.B
Grade 3:  CS 3.1.A, B, E; CS 3.2.A; CS 4.3, 4.5, 4.7, 4.11
Grade 4: CS 1.2.D, CS 1.2.E., 1.4; CS 2.1, 2.3, 2.4
Grade 5: CS 5.3
Grade 6: CS 1.2, CS 1.3; CS 3.1.A, B; CS 4.1 
Grade 7: CS 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
Grade 8:  CS 4.1.E, 4.2. 4.6; CS 6.4
High School - U.S. History:  CS 1.2; 1.2.B, C; CS 3.1.D, E; CS 5.4.D.
High School - Oklahoma History:  CS 1.1; CS 1.3; CS 1.4; CS.2.1, 2.3, 2.7; CS 4.1. 4.4; CS 5.5. 5.9
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Viewing Guide Questions over Voices of the Wind People Pageant

As you watch the video, answer the questions or fill in the blanks of the sentences. 
 Answer bank provided:

	Santa Fe			water				Allegawaho	
	grass				twenty-six			nine
	1847				Council			Hays
	1,000				1873				squatters

1.  In what year did the Kanza Indians agree to come to the Neosho River Valley near Council Grove?  _________________

2. The promise made by the United States government to the Kanza was that the land in the Neosho Valley would be theirs as “long the ______________grows and the __________________flows.”

3. How many years did they live in the Neosho Valley and in what year were they forced to leave?
__________________years           ________________

4. What famous trail ran through the middle of the Kaw Reservation?
___________________ Trail

5. Who are the two main characters portrayed by the narrators in the pageant?
Chief ________________ and Seth _________________

6. By 1858, as many as _____________ Euro-Americans or “white” people were living 
illegally (against the law) on the Kaw Reservation.  Another word for people living illegally on land was __________________.

7.  In 1859, the Kaw Reservation was reduced in size from a twenty by twenty-mile reservation to a _____________ by fourteen-mile reservation with the town of _________________ Grove now outside of the reservation.

8. Thinking question and short answer—answers may vary:  What do you think that Council Grove resident Merry Barker meant when she said watching or doing the pageant is somewhat “painful?”
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Viewing Guide Questions over Voices of the Wind People Pageant

As you watch the video, answer the questions or fill in the blanks of the sentences. 
 Answer bank provided:

	Santa Fe			water				Allegawaho	
	grass				twenty-six			nine
	1847				Council			Hays
	1,000				1873				squatters

1.  In what year did the Kanza Indians agree to come to the Neosho River Valley near Council Grove?  1847

2. The promise made by the United States government to the Kanza was that the land in the Neosho Valley would be theirs as “long the grass grows and                                         the water flows.”

3. How many years did they live in the Neosho Valley and in what year were they forced to leave?
Twenty-six years           1873

4. What famous trail ran through the middle of the Kaw Reservation?
Santa Fe Trail

5. Who are the two main characters portrayed by the narrators in the pageant?
Chief Allegawaho and Seth Hays

6. By 1858, as many as 1,000 Euro-Americans or “white” people were living 
illegally (against the law) on the Kaw Reservation.  Another word for people living illegally on land was squatters.

7.  In 1859, the Kaw Reservation was reduced in size from a twenty by twenty-mile reservation to a nine by fourteen-mile reservation with the town of Council                 Grove now outside of the reservation.

8. Thinking question and short answer—answers may vary:  What do you think that Council Grove resident Merry Barker meant when she said watching or doing the pageant is somewhat “painful?”  Answers will vary.  Could include broken promises to Kanza, broken treaties with the Kanza, injustices done to individual Kanza people, forced removal from the state, etc.

